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possessed in that country the more he would be re-
spected, and the higher would be his position in
society."

Capt. Helm finally concluded to sell his plantation
and stock, except the slaves, and remove to the Gene-
see Country, where he designed to locate :%his future
residence.

The plantation and stock (retaining the slaves) were
advertised for sale, and on a certain day named, all
would be disposed of at a public sale, or to the high-
est bidder.

When the day of sale arrived, there flocked from all
parts of the surrounding country the largest assem-
blage of people I ever saw in that place. A large
number of wealthy and respectable planters were
present, whose gentlemanly behavior should have been
an example to others.

The majority of that vast crowd, however, were a
rough, quarrelsome, fighting set, just such as might be
expected from slave-holding districts. There were
several regularly fought battles during the first day of
the sale*

One Thomas Ford, a large, muscular, ferocious-look-
ing fellow, a good specimen of a southern bully and
woman-whipper, had been victorious through the day
in numerous fights and brawls; but he had to pay dear
for it when night came. Some one or more of
the vanquished party, took advantage of the darkghted with the country; the more
